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Joe Biden,
betting FOR
the American
people
ALI CARROLL, STAFF REPORTER

Nearly two hours before Vice President Joe Biden was
scheduled to give his speech inside Portsmouth High
School's Auditorium, hundreds of people were lined up
~±Way int-o the. street.
Biden visited Portsmouth because it is a union-driven
town and Ohio is a swing state.
Fonner Gov. Ted Strickland highlighted the successes
of President Barack Obama and Biden's administration
the last four yeai:s,. Those successes included bringing
back the auto inclustry, bringing Ohio's unemployment
rate down, and pursuing a new energy plan.
Melanie Ogg, a teacher from Portsmouth introduced
Biden. "They [Obama and Biden] are fighting for something near and dear to my heart. The idea that all children
have the right to a superior, public education," said Ogg.
Blden called this election ''the starkest election in
my lifetime." On one side of the campaign, Obama and
Biden are focused on Obamacare, a health care plan
that gives universal health care benefits to every citizen
of the United States. On the other side is Mitt Romney

Joe Biden·speaks at Portsmouth High School. (Photo by Chronicle Staff)

and Paul Ryan's plan for health care which includes a
"voucher care" system which Biden describes as a system that uses a coupon insurance market to bargain for
the best deal and will cut Medicare benefits immediately.
Obama and Biden have a plan to keep jobs·in the
United States instead of sending them abroad. On the
other side of the campaign, Biden calls Romney and his
company "the pioneers for sending jobs to China." Romney has a new tax relief plan called Territorial Taxation.
This _plan will allow American people to invest in companies abroad and never have to pay taxes on it. "Romney
made a finn commitment that ' I as president will go on
a job tour'. Well, that job tour will have to be a foreign
trip," Biden said.
Biden used an example to explain the value of budget
and how a budget can be judged. Biden's father once said,

Italian exchange
student Raffaele
Tufano enjoying
travels
HEATHER STEPHENSON, STAFF REPORTER

Of all the new students attending Shawnee
this semester, there are very few with a past
as colorful as 20-year-old Italian exchange
student Raffaele Tufano.

. Raffaele Tufano meets local celebrity. (Photo by Chronicle Staff)

Born in Germany, Tufano moved to Italy when he .was
12, eventually settling into a town called Adversa. After
living in Italy for five years, Tufano came to the United
States as a transfer student, with the objective of improving his English, eventually graduating from Portsmouth
High School.
Initially, Tufano learned a large much of his knowledge of the English language from American books and
television shows. He often imitated the language as well
as the accents, a practice that he credits for his nearly
perfect English.
CONTINUED PAGE 4

"Don't tell me what you value. Show me your budget and
I will tell you what you value."
Biden also spoke highly of the middle class stating that
tht'y are the "heart of this country" and that the Obama
administration plans to create jobs for the middle class.
The Obama and Biden administration also plan to cut
oil dependency, end the war in Afghanistan, and create
products with "Made in America" tags.
Biden closed his speech with a very important message about the American people. Biden called the United
States "No quit America" because Americans did not
lose faith in their government, they fought back. He
closed with the words "Never bet against the American
people, because it is not a good bet."
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SSU Sports Program continues to
grow by leaps and bounds

KEVINCOLLEY.STAFF•••o•r••

Shawnee State University has grown over the past 26 years in part of many great
programs that have evolved, such as the Digital Simulation & Gaming Engineering
Technology program (ranked top 10 in the country) and our Education programs
(where master's degrees are now available). However, one would be hard-pressed
to find a field at Shawnee that has grown more than the Sports Studies program.

Steve Rader, Sports Studies
Program Director
(Photo: SSU Communications
Department)

In 1996, Dr. Steven Rader, an Ohio University graduate, left his
Athletic Director position at West Virginia State University. When
Rader came to Shawnee he took over the Sports Studies program.
He embarked on a journey that would help take the program to new
heights; adding another program (Exercise Science) and hundreds
of students into the field of sports.
"You are looking at going from two programs to three programs
by adding the exercise science program, and the enrollment has
increased from 40 students to 300 students in both the athletic
training and sports management programs,'' Rader said. "Our programs as a whole have doubled in just the last five years alone."
Head Baseball Coach and Assistant Athletic Director Ted Tom, a
2004 honors graduate in Sports Management, shares Rader's sentiments about the program.
"It has obviously grown. What helps is that we have time on our
side; we have students who desire to gain those experiences and we
have students that will make those connections. That's a credit to
Dr. Rader and how he has built this program," Tom said.
However, the growth is not just evident in the numbers. The amount
of people who have gone on to bigger and better things really shows
how the program has evolved today from where it was back in 1996.
"Chris Dunham was a Communications oriented person who
works for the PGA Tour as an Editorial Coordinator. Todd Vatter
is the Assistant Director of Communications at Kent State, which
is a Division I school. Michael Roelker went on to get a master's
degree at West Virginia University and then he went to Minnesota
where he was involved with ticket sales. Now, he is the Account
Executive for the Memphis Grizzlies," Rader said.
Coach Tom also added some of the graduates from the sports
management program and what they are doing today.
"Kim White is the Head Softball Coach at UNLV (University of

Nevada, Las Vegas), and Chad Fyffe is the Athletic Director at
Northeastern High School in Springfield, Ohio," Tom said.
There are more routes to go than just working as an athletic
director, a head coach, or working in the front office of a college
or professional team, such as running a fitness club or setting up
activities at a youth center.
"In Sport Management, you can work on the local level at
YMCAs, there are high school Athletic Director opportunities, and
you can work in the offices for collegiate and professional teams.
Some people have become physical therapists here at Shawnee.
Others have gone into strength and conditioning," Rader said.
Rader also had some great things to say about the Athletic Training
program, which under the direction of Tony Ward, has grown into
a nationally recognized program.
The Athletic Training program is not a program that I am over,
but it is a licensed program that is nationally accredited and Tony
Ward (Athletic Training Program Leader) has done a great job
building that program," Rader said.
With continued development in the field, the sports studies program is bound to have more esteemed graduates from the program.
People such as Casey Todt, Brandi Munn, Kim White, and Chad
Fyffe, to name a few, have played a vital role in building the program
and attracting the people necessary to continue its steady growth.
Rader has a piece of advice for people in the Sports Studies Program, and the advice requires hard work and dedication to get to
where you want to go.
"On a scale of one to ten of how bad you want to be involved in
Sports, the answer I am looking for is an eleven," Rader said. "It
has to be an 'I can't see myself doing anything else' mindset."
Tom says that knowing a person and making connections is absolutely critical to finding a job in sports today.
"It's all about who you know. Every job that I've had an opportunity for, it's about knowing someone and being well-prepared.
You have to be on your toes at all times," Tom said.
With patience, perseverance, hard worl<, and luck, any goal can be
accomplished and the same is true with Sports Studies. The program has
continued to show growth through the numbers as well as the esteemed
graduates that have been in the program. This has opened the door for
Sports Studies students to make an impact across the country.

Vote for the future
vote at Shawnee

Do you know
your credit score?

DANIELLE HENDERSON, STAFF REPORTER

JESSICA HOLDBROOK, STAFF REPORTER

Most of us are aware that the upcoming presidential
election will be held on Nov. 6 but many of us are
still confused about registration and important dates.
The last day to register to vote is Oct. 9 and you can
register at several different locations in Portsmouth.
Students are eligible to vote where they attend college
as long as they do not also vote in their hometown.
Most government-associated businesses

will be offering voter registration forms.

-These businesses include the Board of Elections office and The County Treasurer's office,
which are both located at 602 7th St. You can
also pick up a registration form from any
Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles office, public
library, and public or vocational school.
Social service agencies in the area will also
be offering voter registration forms. These
departments include: The Department of
Job and Family Services, 710 Court Street;
The Department of Health, 605 Washington
St.; The Department of Mental Health, 1025
Kinney's Lane, and The Department of Developmental Disabilities, 2619 Gallia St.
Other options, such as registering here at
Shawnee State, or online, may pose a more
convenient way for students to register to vote.
Voter registration forms are available in the
University Center. Otherwise, anyone can go
online and request a voter registration form.
Qualified voters must be a United States
citizen at least 18 years old and must provide

Your credit score is a numerical value that will affect your life
proof of residency that validates that the person has lived in state for at least 30 days. ID
decisions forever. Your credit score is a measure of creditworthirequirements on Election Day call for citizens
ness and lenders use this score daily to detennine your ability
to provide a current and valid photo identification card issued by the State of Ohio or the
to get loans, mortgages, etc. However, this numerical value can
United States government.
If a voter is incapable of providing this form
change as often as you make changes to your life style.
of identification they may substitute that with
a military ID, an original or copy of any cur"The importance of good monsoon enough or when they finally
rent utility bill, bank statement, government
ey management can't be stressed
realize how much this will affect
enough," says Jeanne Salvatore,
check, paycheck, or any other government
their future decision is it too late?
document, other than a voter registration
senior vice president and consumer
College students have one of the
lowest credit score carriers in the
acknowledgement notification mailed by the
spokesperson for the I.I.I.
board of elections that shows the voter's name
Good money management and a
country because of they do not
good
credit
score
have
proven
to
go
understand
good money manageand current address.
hand
in
hand.
A
good
place
to
ask
ment
and
because
they don't have
Those who are incapable of providing such
questions
or
express
your
concerns
established
credit
yet.
Using money
documents, including a Social Security number, can still vote by signing an affirmation
would be at your local bank, they
on credit and not be able to pay
statement that states the voter swears to their
have they been trained to help indiback the amount borrowed is a top
identity under penalty of law.
viduals understand their credit scores
growing problem among college
It is baffling to consider the amount of
Your credit score basically deterstudents. Another major issue with
Americans who choose not to vote. Accordmines what you can get in your
college students is obtaining credit
ing to the United States Census Bureau, in the
lifetime and what you can't, unless
to begin with. Other related scenar2008 presidential election, 64 percent of the
you can afford to pay in cash.
ios that will affect your credit score
voting-age citizens voted, which was a slight
Credit scores will help students
is late payments, current debts, and
increase of about five million more voters
with renting apartments, determining
old accounts.
since the last election held in 2004, but 36 pereligibility for employment, signing
Understanding the importance of
up for utilities, applying for credit
credit scores early on can only bencent of eligible voters neglected to make their
cards, insurance companies and loans
efit a college student's future. This
decision count. This means that close to 77
or
mortgages.
By
law
you
are
able
to
can cause a major decrease in stress
million people decided, for whatever reason
that, they weren't going to vote. Thankfully, · access your credit score from all three
during the transition from college
the slight increase of voters in 2008 shows
credit bureaus once a year for free.
student to career. Stl.Mlents should
promise for this year's presidential election,
VISit www.annualcreditreport.com.
check their credit score once a year
Are
we
teaching
our
college
stuand keep up on payments and good
but it is up to us to make sure we take advandents
the
importance
of
this
score
tage of our rights - and get out and vote!
money management skills.
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When it comes to school spirit, its
quality - not quantity - that matters

The moment I knew I was
meant to be a journalist

When students choose
to come to Shawnee State University, chances are
it's not for the football games or
because you can find cheesy SSU
gear at any Wal-Mart, gas station,
or turnpike rest stop. Students come
to SSU for the low cost of tuition
and small, student-focused class
sizes, not for the school spirit.

Column

Column

Like anything else at SSU, it takes a lot of effort
to have school spirit, but- like true SSU students
- the students who work hard to show off their
school spirit are perfectionists and could rival
just about any student at any giant state school.
As I sat in the bleachers for the volleyball
home opener versus rival Rio Grande I realized that we should pay attention to the quality
of school spirit instead of complaining about
the quantity. We should recognize the quality of spirit students' show; especially during
rival games. Those who attend these games
year after year are not just there as passive
bystanders, but are considered to be the diehards: a large group of first-years covered in
Shawnee State attire representing their Bears
in the student section, a group of student-athletes from other sports supporting their fellow
athletes, and there is always that one student
who takes it upon themselves to lead the entire
student section in Bears cheers and chants

Editorial

throughout the game. If school spirit was an
exam, these folks were the curve busters, the
traditional SSU overachievers.
Luckily for most of the student population,
they don't receive grades for school spirit. But
what are they missing out on? Well, for one
thing, they're missing out on the 'traditional'
college experience. Sure, that's a pretty subjective idea, but - like so many other things at
SSU - the Bears have incredible athletic teams
that stand out every year and it's a shame to
not take the opportunity to see them play ball
or to be part of the blue-and-white-bedecked
crowd in the stands. A lot of students enjoy
complaining that there's nothing to do on
campus, but when you miss out on a game
winning buzzer beater, we don't want to hear
that there's nothing to do around here. Opportunities abound - whether you take advantage
of them or not.
So, in the spirit of athletic events among us
it would be way too serious of us to lecture the
student body for a lack of school spirit. We'd
rather recognize the enmmous outpouring
of school spirit from the small but dedicated
group of students and staff who participate.
For being such a small school, Shawnee
State athletics dominated the NAIA last year
in almost every spor. Athletes are competing
their hearts everyday and a supportive fan
base would be extremely helpful to continue
their successful careers here at SSU. And,
for students who miss out, we encourage you
to become part of a community bigger than
yourselves and to add your mark to whatever
tradition comes along.

l
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ALI CARROLL, STAFF REPORTER

Most people remember a time in their life where they did something and
realized they were meant to do that one thing their whole entire life. For
some people it is when they job shadow a doctor for school. For others it is
when they take their first government class or when they get to be a teacher
for a day at school. For me it was when I got the opportunity to sit with the
press and watch Joe Biden give his speech at Portsmouth High School.
I had been to speeches like this when the
president or vice president came to town but
I had never experienced it in the way I was
able to last weekend. I got the opportunity to
go because of my internship with the Portsmouth Daily Times. One of the journalists
decided last minute to skip the event so they
took their name off and replaced it with mine.
I fretted over an outfit for days wanting to look
like a "real" journalist. I wore heels and kept
a straight face as I was walking to the event
wanting to look like a "real" journalist. I did
not speak to anyone or acknowledge anyone
because I felt that was the way that "real"
political journalists act.
When I arrived and took my seat I realized
that I did not know what a journalist is after
all. They all looked professional and trendy
just like I had imagined, but the expectations
ended there. The other journalists were all very
warm and welcoming and they were just normal people trying to pass the time until it was

9/11 from my POV

time to get the job done. Two girls from Fox
News Channel 13 played a game of guessing
what football team that people in the audience
liked. The girl from Fox News out of Washington, D.C. began to curse after the dropped
her equipment. There was a man from WSAZ
wearing shorts and at-shirt who looked as if
he stopped by the gym and worked out before
he came to film Biden's speech.
This new experience was very eye opening
for me. I learned that I do not have to act acertain way to fit in with the big time journalists
because even though they have a very good
career that has taken them very far in life, they
are still just normal people. I learned that just
because I am a student and an intern I can still
hold my own around professionals. I definitely looked more professional than the man in
gym shorts and the woman that stood around
cursing at her equipment. Lastly, I learned that
I could do this every day for the rest of my life
and continue to be satisfied.

KEVIN COLLEY, STAFF REPORTER

Over the course of American history, many events that have changed the course of American history forever, such as the Civil War, World
War II, and the Kennedy assassination. However, in my lifetime, no event has had a greater impact on our country than the 9/11 attacks on
the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and the Flight 93 plane crash in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
I remember the day fairly well. It was a Tuesday
afternoon and it seemed like business as usual at
Russell Primary School in Russell, Kentucky,
where I was a third-grader. Then, at the end of the
day, when the announcements came over the intercom before all of us headed our separate ways, the
secretary announced that all after-school activities
were cancelled for the day. I was in shock when I
heard this, especially since it was a sunny and pleasant day and nothing seemed wrong.
Then I went to the school gym and saw my dad
there, which was even more of a shock because
he hardly ever missed work and my mom always
picked me up after school while my dad was working. I knew right then that something was wrong.
However, I could never have predicted what had
happened when I came home. I walked through the
front door and heard my mom crying. I walked to
the great room in our home and saw the replays of
the planes crashing into the Twin Towers, and my
mom sobbing uncontrollably on the steps leading
into the great room. Right then and there, I realized
that this day was going to be anything but pleasant.
My mom continued to sob for several hours, while
my Dad just looked at the TV screen in disbelief and
anger. For the first time in my life, it really felt like
time stood still. I had a mixture of emotions, from
sadness and disbelief to not even really knowing
what was going on. It was just so hard to believe.
Thoughts were racing through my head. "It hap0
pened around 9?! Why didn't the teachers tell us?" u
"I've never seen my parents like this before," and
"Are we next?" I never thought our country would
ever get raided or bombarded like that. I had nev- il:
er heard of a terrorist attack, and especially from a
group called Al-Qaeda. I was honestly scared that our area
was going to be the next area attacked and I had really
forgotten all about school and homework at this point.
The hardest part about that day was watching the TV and
seeing people, knowing they would not survive the ordeal,
jump to their death and knowing that all of the innocent
passengers on all four planes would not survive the crash,

t

either. I thought about that and I felt helpless. I went to bed
that night thinking about what would happen if an attack
like that happened in the swrounding area that I lived in.
The thought consumed my mind for the rest of the night.
When I went to school the next day, the morning
seemed dead. It was raining and foggy outside. The
whole house seemed very quiet and still. It really seemed

like it was going to be a somber day from the start.
Then I got to class and before we got started
with any of our activities, Mrs. Conley, my thirdgrade teacher, sat the entire class down and told us
that if we had any questions about the events that
had occurred the day before, just ask. There was a
question about Al-Qaeda but the main question on
all of our minds was "Are we going to be attacked
next?" Mrs. Conley told us that no terrorist would
ever attack our area because it was not a major city
like New York City and Washington were. This was
reassuring to me and for the first time since I found
out about the tragic events, I felt safe again.
It has been a little over 11 years ago now, and
as I reflect back on this tragic day and replay the
images that I saw in my mind, it is still hard to
believe those events occurred during my lifetime.
I am glad to say that my ideas have changed about
America for the better and have looked at life
Before 9/11, I felt that our country was invincible
and would never be harmed by another country, but I
felt that our country was not very unified either. There
was a lot of crime in the 1990's and some of those
crimes, especially the OJ. Simpson case, seemed to
divide the country into two. Americans were also not
aware of the obstacles that we had been facing internationally and many had never even heard of most of
the countries that Al-Qaida controlled.
In the days, months, and years following 9/11,
our nation has become more unified, we discuss
important issues more often with social media and
news media growing, and we are more aware of the
problems that we face on both a national and an
international level. I know that I learned our country
is not invincible by any means necessary. However,
I will always be thankful to the many firefighters that
helped save lives and died trying to save lives, as well
as the innocent citizens of Flight 93 for crash-landing
the plane in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and saving many
lives. Without their efforts, many more lives would have
been lost.
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How to keep
yourself safe
on campus

Jacob Ankrom
and The Interns

thankful for their audience

ALI CARROLL, STAFF REPORTER

DANIELLE HENDERSON, STAFF REPORTER

The Department of Public Safety will be holding Rape Aggression Defense
(RAD) classes that will teach students how to protect themselves against attack.
These classes will be taught by Officer John Bruce who is RAD certified.

"The first time I heard The Beatles, Sgt. Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band,
and Buddy Holly's, Oh, Boy, I knew I wanted to play music," said Jacob
Ankrom, a 22-year-old local musician.

Until these classes are held however, there are a few things that students need to know in order
to keep themselyes safe from possible attackers. Students should be proactive to prevent attacks.
Students should always tell friends where they are going and always walk to places with a buddy,
especially at night. Attackers are more likely to attack students who are alone.
Students need to be aware of their surroundings
at all times. "Students have their headphones in, or they
are talking on their phones and they get wrapped up in the
conversation making them more vulnerable," said Sergeant
Laura Davis, the Department of Public Safety. Students
also become very impatient and think about other things
such as, where their car is parked, and they become distracted rather than being aware of a possible attack.
Pepper spray can help students but Davis warns
that if used incorrectly, it could cause the students to be
legally charged with the misuse of a weapon.
If students are alone and they do end up getting
attacked, they need to remember to always be very-loud
and try as hard as they can to simply get out of the situation. If the attacker lqiows that the student will fight back
then the attacker will more than likely back down.
Another aspect that students do not often think about is the fact that most attackers are not only
searching for monetary gain, there can be sexual motives as well. Students should never count
their money in public. "It is an open invitation to being robbed," Davis said.
Students should also always have a phone with a fully charged battery. That way if a situation
does come up the student will not only have a phone to call for help, but if the attacker manages
to take the student away the police can use GPS to track the phone.
Lastly, remember that all of the same rules apply whether the student is a boy or a girl. Attackers do not discriminate. Both men and women can be in danger of an attack and need to remember
these tips.
If a situation arises on campus remember that there are Blue Call Safety Boxes located all
across the campus. If the student gets to the Box and cannot speak an officer from The Department
of Public Safety will still respond to the call.

Ankrom has been tinkering with music for
some time now, he says, "I started playing the
guitar my sophomore year of high school. I can
bang out chords on the piano, bass, mandolin
and drums." It wasn't until 2010 that Ankrom
was introduced to several other local musicians, and on New Years' Eve of that same year,
Ankrom was asked to play bass for a gig at Port
City Pub, located on Chillicothe St.
After the success of Ankrom's first performance, Justin Bell and Andrew Ginn, the
other two performers of that night, decided to
get together and create the band, The Interns,
where Bell is the lead singer, Ginn, the drummer and Ankrom, the bassist. Ankrom says
that, "I'd classify us as a blues/alternative
band, maybe leaning a little more so towards
alternative. My influences with the group
derive from a variety of delta blues, Bob
Dylan and Gram Parsons. Justin and Andrew
are more influenced by hard rock, and probably some pop music."
Since the The Interns have been together,
they have performed, ''between 70-80 gigs,"
but it takes a lot of hard work and connections to keep the band going, and there isn't
much money to be made in performing music
at local bars. Bands have to rely on making
enough tips to cover expenses, so Ankrom
doesn't rely on playing music for money.

Students have
their headphones
in, or they are
talking on their
phones making
them more
vulnerable

He does have fears about the future of local
musicians, and said that, "Live music is on its
way out, at least, around the local bar scene."
It is the times where "you unexpectedly have
a good tum out and, the crowd goes wild for
you," that keeps Ankrom in good spirits. "It's
a great feeling and one I continue to chase!"
Unfortunately, Ankrom doesn't believe that,
"this area allows for any local band to make a
living playing music here." Anrkom says that
he and the members of The Interns hav, "played
great shows and had zero feedback," and said
he believes that, "It doesn't have anything to
do with the performance. Kids today could care
less about live music as an art form. They like
pop radio and dance clubs."
As a result of not having many places to
perform, the band has suffered. "We used to
practice twice a week, but not so much anymore. It's very hit or miss; we don't practice
enough," Ankrom said. He is still eager to play
whenever he gets the chance, and as a result he
has been known to play bass as well as sing for
other local bands, such as, Uncle Eli and the
Poets of Woo.
He says that it is, "The people who do care
and like us,'' that keep him passionate about
his art. Without the audience there would be
no reason to perform, so he is, "very thankful
for the people who do
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Don't let the
freshman fifteen
catch up with you
ALI CARROLL, STAFF REPORTER

Adair Lattimer, DNP, RN has a lot of experience with people's dietary needs. Adair is an assistant professor of nursing
at Shawnee State University, and one of the biggest things
that she teaches her Level 4 students is how important nutrition is to their patients and also promotes healthy behaviors.
Lattimer addressed many of the common mistakes of college students
make when choosing food options. She says, "Fast food is cheap, pizza is
easily obtained, they get food from the vending machines to snack in class,
they drink caffeinated, sugary drinks." Ideally, students should trade those for
lean meats and fresh fruits and vegetables. Unfortunately, those food options
can be expensive.
Students can do simple things, that will not cost them too much money.
'Irading high calorie vending machine snacks for low fat dairy products, such
as string cheese, can reduce a student's calorie count tremendously. Another
simple solution could even be to trade in the high calorie sodas for water.
Adair says that even the nursing students fall into the unhealthy food trap.
''They are in class for four hours and they sit in the classroom, bored, needing
to do something with their mouths, so they just snack," she said. This semester, however, she has challenged her students to take advantage of Shawnee's
full service gym and walk outside as much as possible. Adair also says that
she is challenging them to drink more water as well.
Students think very much in the moment, so they may wonder why learning how to live a healthy lifestyle is important. Adair says that college age is
when people develop the habits that will stick with them for the rest of their
lives. If students are eating unhealthy foods and getting in the habit of not
exercising they may do that for the rest of their lives. "Cardiovascular disease is happening at younger ages than before, due partly to the poor dietary
habits developed earlier in life," Lattimer says. "As we age our metabolism,
therefore life-long habits need to be healthy habits."

Second chances

JEREMY HORNICK, STAFF REPORTER

Transfer runner Mike Knisley is what some would call "lucky." A 2008 graduate from
Reynoldsburg High School, Knisley won the 2008 Division I state championship in the
800 m with an outstanding time of 1:51. Also, he was part of the second place finish in the
4x800 mat the state meet with a team time of 7:44.
Prior from his outstanding high school running career,
Knisley got the opportunity to run for The University of
Kentucky. As a Wildcat, Knisley's running career went
uphill, running some great times as a freshman. While
his running was great, Knisley was slipping as a student,
neglecting to go to class throughout his two semesters at
Kentucky. He dropped out after his freshman year.
The most important thing a freshman should never do
is skip class no matter what. Just missing a day could be
very critical, but for Knisley, skipping was a regular thing.
"It was so many times that I had lost count by the third
week of the semester. This lead to me dropping most of
my classes and failing my other ones. So, to be honest,
I got a 0.00 in my last semester at Kentucky. I would
say skipping is one of the dumbest things you can do,
and yet it is something I am still going to struggle with.
This goes double for student athletes who miss classes
because of games," Knisley said.
After not running for three solid years, Knisley wanted the opportunity to run again, but it seemed like his
hopes of running again in college were lost. However,
another opportunity came in as Knisley reached out to
Eric Putnam (Shawnee State's Head Track and Cross
Country Coach) saying he would love to have another
shot at running for another school again.
"To get another shot like this, I truly felt both, lucky
and blessed. I know very few people get an opportunity
like this. So for it to be given to me, it makes me feel
more motivated. I know I can't let who gave me this second opportunity down," Knisley said.

Dungeon Crawlers
club grows rapidly
'ZAC CONLEY, STAFF REPORTER
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Knisley is grateful for his second opportunity. "There
are multiple words that could describe how I felt, yet the
sum of all their meanings couldn't add to what I feel I owe
Eric Putnam. He had no reason to let me come down here
and run for him, but he did. I am truly thankful for it."
"My goals for my years here are to come out with a
degree," he said. "That is the main reason we are here.
I would like to do the best I can, so that I can get into a
good master's program."
Knisley will be competing in this upcoming indoor
and outdoor track season. Other than his academic goals,
Knisley has many other goals he would love to accomplish in his years at Shawnee State, such as a national
title in the 800m.

Dungeon Crawlers members pictured are the 56 members that came to the
first meeting on August 31st. The club meets every Friday nights 6:30 pm to
midnight. (Picture by Zac Conley)

Dungeon Crawlers began in September 2010 with only a few members who wanted a place to play games
together. Their first meeting brought in 20 people, and the first semester ended with around 25. Flash forward
to Aug. 31 and Dungeon Crawlers claims 50 members and is expecting nearly 20 more the following Friday.
Michelle Holzworth, Secretary, balked when she first saw the number of people in the room, "I wasn't sure
what to do for a moment; there were just so many new faces. I'm excited to see how this year will go."
Jeremy Grimes, president and founder of Dungeon Crawlers, said,
"What started so small became such a large club on campus. We always
wanted to have a large number of people in the club, but never really
thought it would grow this large so quickly. We are excited to see where
this year will t.alce us and very excited to expand even more."
Last semester, Dungeon Crawlers occupied most of the classrooms on the second floor of Massie Hall. However, with the
number of members this semester, all of the second floor has been

filled, emergency e-mail requests had to be sent, and groups were
being sent to other floors of Massie to find rooms in which to play.
"Dungeon Crawlers is bursting at the seams with new members and
we are looking now at exactly how we want to expand," Grimes
said. "We have a lot of new ideas and things in the works, such
as Live Action Roleplaying or LARP, that we want not only the
current and future members of Dungeon Crawlers to get excited
about, but the entire Shawnee State campus."
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Danielle Henderson
Kyra Keeton
Kyra Keeton, a junior at Shawnee State University, hails
from Raceland, KY. An English major, she is focusing
on a career in education and currently works as a substitute teacher at Raceland-Worthington High School.
Along with education, she has a passion for athletics
and plays on the SSU girls' tennis team, which she follows on her news beat, as well as several of the sports
back at her high school.
She also enjoys photography.

Mary Danielle Henderson, a 21-year-old senior is
majoring in English humanities with a minor in Communications. Aside from reading, writing, and socializing
Danielle enjoys taking care of her animals which include
two cats, a dog, two chinchillas, a ferret, and a ball
python. Danielle also enjoys astrology and astronomy
since the two coincide. Danielle's mother's name is also
Mary, though she was named after her great grandmother. Danielle has a great passion for a lot of redundant
music. Some of her favorite artists include Tobacco,
The Beach Boys, Frank l.appa, Harry Nilson, and Black
Moth Super Rainbow. Danielle was born and raised in
the Portsmouth region.

ZACK BURTON

JEREMY HORNICK

Jordan Baldrick

Joe Henderson

Jeremy Hornick

Meet Jordan Baldrick, a 2nd year Shawnee State student
devoted to her studies in the English Communications
major. Originally from Cincinnati, Baldrick came to
Shawnee with her brother Wade to save on costs of attendance. She currently resides in the SSU dorms. In what
free time Baldrick has, she reads books to keep herself
entertained. Her taste in books consists of recent titles,
including those which have gained mass popularity, such
as the Harry Potter and Twilight series.
Baldrick also watches professional football and cheers
for the Bengals, her hometown team, whenever she
gets the chance. As with many college students, Jordan
dreams of working in a city. This ambitious, talented
woman wants to work in one of the largest cities in the
world, New York City, where her talents can truly shine.

Although it is only fall, the Shawnee State University
baseball team is in full swing with conditioning, practice and weightlifting sessions. Joe Henderson is a junior
majoring in sports management. Henderson is a transfer
student from Brookdale Community College in New Jersey. He originally played baseball at Marshall University
then transferred to Brookdale and before coming here.
"I was ineligible according to the NCAA requirements by
3 credits so my coach told me about Shawnee and called the
coach for me and then the Shawnee coach called me after
that. I checked it out and decided to come due to the strong
baseball program and good sports management program."
"We have a lot of freshman so it's a little iffy as to
what we will actually accomplish and I haven't seen
everyone play enough to be able to tell what we really
look like, but the goal for me and at least my friends,
is to make regional's, win the Mid-South tournament,
and hopefully have a shot at the World Series With his
goals set for the school year, Henderson plans to do great
things on the field playing third base. He enjoys learning
how to report on sports, his favorite pastime.

Jeremy J. Hornick, a 21-year-old junior from Johnstown
majoring in Sports Management chose to attend this
college to, "just run cross country and track." Over the
course of his time at Shawnee he realized that he, 'could
and should" do more as a student. He hopes to "graduate
and do something " with his degree.
Jeremy really has an unusual passion for sports and
sport athletes. Some of his favorite athletes include
(but are not limited to), Payton Manning, an American football quarterback for the Denver Broncos. Alex
Rodriguez, a member of the New York Yankees. LeBron
James, a former member of the Cleveland Cavaliers who
now plays for the NFL team, Miami Heat. Another one
of his favorite athletes is Ryan Hall, a marathon/track
runner for America whose primary goal is to, "bring better health to underseived communities."
Jeremy is also a big fan of music, and enjoys a wide
range of genres. He enjoys genres such as rap, alternative rock, pop, and even a few classical groups/artists. A
few artists that he is a fan of include: The Rolling Stones,
Eminem, Owl City, Foreigner, Billy Joel, Rob Zombie,
and U2. In his free time, Jeremy enjoys reading sports
magazines such as ESPN, and enjoys taking a casual jog
to keep in shape. With a lot going on in his life, he finds
it difficult to really find time to read things he enjoys.
Overall, Jeremy is a normal twenty-one year
old with an ever growing social life. He enjoys things
that most people enjoy, such as movies, music, socializing with friends and especially sports.
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Shawnee State men's and women's
cross country teams both opened their
seasons at home with a victory
(Photos by N.ick Bolin).

SSU cross country
teams take first place
in de.b ut opener
JEREMY HORNICK , STAFF REPORTER

Shawnee State men's and women's cross
counny teams both opened their seasons
at home with a victory on both sides.
Leading the Bears was senior Kasey
Hosier, who placed second overall in the
race with a time of 19:31. Kasey had a
very strong race, leading the Bears to
their first victory of the season.
Second on the team was freshman Halle Richards, who placed fourth with a time of 20: 12.

Halle coming in as a freshman had a productive
race. Third for the Lady Bears was Sophomore
Jamie Retherford who finished the course in fifth
place with a time of 20:57. Finally, the fourth and
fifth for the Lady Bears were sophomores Bria~a
Tudor and Ashlyn Howie, who finished the course
in sixth and seventh place, respectively.
On the men's side, senior Derek Ryan led the
seventh-ranked Bears to victory finishing the course
in the time of 26:18. Ryan was named MSC Men's
Runner of the week. Running with Derek was Brad
Liston, who finished second on the team; just two
seconds behind Ryan in 26:20, earning him second
place overall. Junior Jeremy Anderson finished in

third place. Running a 26:49, Anderson was the
last for the Shawnee men to break the 27:00 minute
barrier in this heat. Finally rounding out the scoring
for the Bears was senior Eli Gerlach and junior Joe
Stewart, who placed fourth and sixth overall with
running times of 27:14 and 27:25, respectively. The
men's team had a dominant win, putting four Shawnee runners in front of Lindsey Wtlson's front man,
who finished fifth overall.
The men's team almost took the sweep, but
overall both teams had a great first race of the
season and will compete in six more races, all of
which will be on the road, including the national
meet in Vancouver, Washington.

Hamilton puts ethics,
togetherness first
KEVIN COLLEY, STAFF REPORTER

With all of the scandals happening in collegiate athletics
over the past couple of years, it is easy to see how some
could view collegiate athletics as corrupt and unethical.
However, Jeff Hamilton doesn't think so. In fact, the Shawnee State University Athletic Director and Head Men's
Basketball Coach, who is a four-year letter winner in basketball puts ethics at the forefront of his basketball team.

SSU tennis team shows off trophies during the Steven A. Hunter Hope Fund. (Photo by Chronicle Staff)

Bears swing into
a tournament full of hope

KYRA KEETON, STAFF REPORTE.R

The Bears were in action again Sept. 8-9, but this time it was a tennis tournament for a worthy
cause, the Steven A. Hunter Hope Fund. Portsmouth High School played host to this tournament where all three SSU doubles teams put up a strong showing. But for the girls on the
team, it was all about giving to the Hope Fund and therefore helping others in the process.
This fund was established in honor of Steven Hunter
of Portsmouth, who passed away in 2006. Steven was
a 2003 graduate of Portsmouth High School; he also
attended Shawnee State and Milligan Christian College.
He was a member of the Milligan and Portsmouth tennis
teams. It was Steven's love for the sport that made his
parents, along with Jim Daehler, the tournament director, host the annual tennis tournament to raise money for
the Hope Fund. Mark Hunter, Steven's father, said "Steven loved tennis" and on that basis he, along with his
wife, Vrrgie, decided to spread the enjoyment of playing
tennis to others in the area.
This year the SSU women's tennis team participated
in this doubles tournament and the team of Kyra Keeton
and Shelbie Wulfekamp finished as the tournament's
Women's 4.0 runners-up. Wulfekamp, a sophomore
at SSU, said "the tournament is always fun, everyone
makes you feel so welcome."
Along with Keeton and Wulfekamp, "Team Ashley''

which is made up of Ashley Fischer and Ashley O'Neill,
and the team of Megan Dunham and Katie Williams
participated and represented the Bears well. SSU teams
and all of the other players who entered helped the 6th
Annual tournament raise $13,000, an all-time high. "The
first year we raised $2,500, so it's great that we always
keep improving each year," said Daehler.
This money go towards the Hope Fund and helps provide for Steven's Power Pack program which helps area
children with financial needs. The program just recently
added New Boston Elementary, Northwest Elementary,
and West Elementary. The program is meant to feed these
children who otherwise might go hungry during the weekends. These organizations that are in association with the
Steven A. Hunter Hope Fund are deep-rooted in Steven's
Christian beliefs and his strong feelings to help and give
back to others. Donations to the Steven A. Hunter Hope
Fund can be sent to P.O. Box 911, Portsmouth, Ohio
45662 or contact them at (740)

"The key things are your concepts. You're dealing with 18 year-old kids who
are set in their ways, so you have to talk about holding yourself accountable and
responsible on and off the basketball floor," Coach Hamilton said. ''You really
have to emphasize teamwork and togetherness, and to be a family. In my four years at
Wooster, we won three conference championships, and the one year that we didn't win it,
guys kind of went their separate ways after
practice and did their own thing, instead of
hanging out with each other after practice,"
Hamilton said. He earned a bachelor's degree
from the College of Wooster.
Hamilton said he believes that the overwhelming majority of college athletes are
clean, but that there are a select few who
Jeff Hamilton, ssu Athletic
make collegiate athletics look bad.
Director and men's head
"I don't think it's any different now. There
basketball coach
are a lot of great things going on in college
athletics, and 99% of collegiate athletics are
run cleanly. Unfortunately, it only takes one rotten apple to spoil the bunch,
and that is what has been happening," Hamilton said. However, that has not
stopped him from setting the ethics bar very high for his team, and expects
them to learn a lot on and off the court.
"My goal is for these kids to grow. I want to see them grow and to be able
to use me as a reference for employment. We want to make our team better
and we want to represent this university in the right way," Hamilton said. In
fact, Hamilton is really proud of his upperclassmen for the leadership that
they have shown during their time here at SSU.
"I addressed the team in our first meeting about how responsible the upperclassmen~- I am proud to say that I have never received a call from
anybody about trouble from any of those guys,'' Hamilton said.
With the goals that Coach Hamilton has set for this team, it is obvious that
he takes ethics very seriously and preaches good decision-making, both on
and off the basketball court.
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Famous quote:

QUOTES HY BRAll'/YQU0TE

"Genius always finds itself
a century too early."
RALPH WALDO EMERSON

This is your country:

Miss a chance to vote, miss a lot!

Let's face it; a lot of college students don't really care about politics. Instead, we would much rather spend our time scrolling
through Pinterest and Twitter. However, believe it or not, politics are veiy important
in America and our eveiyday lives. It is affecting us daily. Voting is how we get
things done in this countiy and this November you have a chance to vote in the
presidential election between incumbent Barack Obama and Gov. Mitt Romney.
Making a decision is a very hard thing to do, but if you look deep down in
what you think the government should do for you, and look up the plans and
policies the candidates have brought, I'm sure you can make a decision. Of
course Ron Paul will appreciate your vote, but the truth of the matter is that
this is a two-party government. There are only four people on that ballot you
need to care about: Romney/Ryan and Obama/Biden.
I hear so many people say, "Why try? I don't like either of them. Plus,
politics is so dirty now, no one comes out the winner." If you have that or a
similarly cynical outlook on American politics, you very well may be right,
but hell, that's so apathetic, I almost feel sorry for you.
Voting changes a lot. No, not one vote. Of course not one vote. Let's be honest
here: A one-vote difference has barely ever happened in American democratic
history. But I'm not just asking one individual to go out and register to vote and
help change America. I'm asking all of you reading this to do your part and make

Editorial

a difference. In a recent poll by Politico, Barack Obama
and Mitt Romney are neck-and-neck. This is going to be a
closer election than any of us may even know now.
Now, the veiy first thing you should do - and God I hope
you do - is figure out what you want from each candidate.
Read articles from credible news sources that you know are
not crazily biased. Not a blog, not the political ads you see on
TY, not gossip and don't blindly follow all of your parents'
beliefs. Look at actual legitimate news sources.
·
Secondly, register to vote! Getting registered to vote is
so easy, it's just like signing up for iTunes, I swear. The
deadline for registration is Oct. 9 and one can do so by
going to the BMV or the Univ.ersity Libraiy reference
desk can also help point you in the right direction.
Also, if you vote in person, look up where you're supposed to vote so that you don't miss it Bring some kind
of proof that you are an Ohioan. However, there's always
absentee voting that you can fill out even before Election
Day. There are no excuses in not being able to take part in
the rights and freedom we all worlred for. I am begging you

to vote, and really, there are much bigger things you could do
for this countiy that you don't have to do.
One of my biggest pet peeves is when people say,
"Voting doesn't affect me." Of course it does!
Remember those couple of years of school where the
classroom had fewer books, or not enough money for
sports uniforms or clubs? Or remember when you did
have enough money? That was voting. You know how
your parents aren't dirt poor, and you are going to college
and not living in a box? That's because of voting.
The decisions that Americans make when voting for or
against representatives, leaders and propositions is the entire
foundation of the world we live in today. Whether you like it
or not, once you get out of Shawnee State, these voting decisions will be affecting you in ways that you will definitely
notice. Our mission is to empower student voters. Eveiy vote
really does count While the race will certainly not be won by
one or two votes, it will be lost if thousands of young adults
convince themselves their vote is wQQ:b nothipg,~GISTER AND

Raffaele Tufano
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Also fluent in German, Italian, and Spanish, Tufano loves to travel and has spent
time in a variety of countries. He also has a passion for almost anything waterrelated and spends a lot of his free time swimming in the Rhodes Athletic Center.
When he isn't swimming or travelling, Tufano loves hanging out with his
friends and walking his dog, Allie, an American pit bull.
A true Italian, Tufano loves pizza, lasagna, and mozzarella. "I know it's
Cliche!" Tufano said.
However, also a German at heart, Leberkase, which literally translates to
"liver-cheese," (despite the fact that it reportedly contains neither liver nor
cheese) is among Tufano's favorite foods. He also enjoys Spatzle, which is a
kind of egg-noodle.
Not sure what lies ahead in the future, Raffaele hopes to continue to pick
up additional languages as he continues to travel.

2012 Schedule
Men's Soccer

ALL GAMES START@ 4:00PM
UNLESS NOTED

Oct3
Oct 9
Oct 17
Oct 20
Oct 23
Oct 27

Pikeville*
Rio Grande*
University of Cumberlands*

(Senld!Day)

Bluefield r,IA) - 3:00 pm
Kentucky Christian - 2:00 pm
Cumberland University* -

2:00flA'I

Volleyball
Oct 2
Oct 6

Bluefield* - 4:30 pm
Ursuline - 3:00 pm
Oct 9
Rio Grande* - 7:00 pm
Oct 16
Pikeville* - TBA
Oct 19
Mid-South Crossover - TBA
Oct 20
Mid-South Crossover - TBA
Oct 26-27 Aquinas/Cornerstone Classic
-TBA
Oct 30
UVA-Wise* - 7:00 pm
Nov 5
Bluefield*- 6:00 pm

Women's
Soccer
ALL GAMES START@ 4:00PM
UNLESS NOTED

Oct3
Oct9
Oct 13
Oct 14
Oct17
Oct20
Oct23
Oct27

Pikeville*
Rio Grande*
Cambellsville* - 6:00 pm
Purdue Univ. Calumet
Cumberlands*
Bluefield College* - 1:00 pm
Kentucky Christian - 3:00 pm
Cumberland* -TBA

Cross Country
Oct6
Oct20
Nov3
Nov17

Parkside Invitational
Aquinas College lnivitational
Mid-South Championship
NAIA National Championship

GET 100 BIG ONES

FOR SWIPING YOUR NEW DEBIT CARD.
*Complete 60 purchase transactions within 90 days of opening an
. A+ Student Checking Areount. Meet the A+ age requirements
and all you need is $1 and a valid student ID to open this account.

NO ANNUAL FEES.
And no transaction fees on purchases.

,,_ Offer ends Oct, 31, 20 12 --.,

Portsmouth 740-353-2698 • West Portsmouth 740-858-5980
Wheelersburg 740-574-8856 • Ironton 740-532-0263
Oak Hill 740-682-7733 • Jackson Main 740-286-5079
Jackson lronmakers 740-286-4147 • Jackson WalMart 740-288-3154

wesbanco.com

